Violence In 20th-Century European History - European Conference ACCESSIBLE ONLINE
Between 6 and 8 June 2018, the European Remembrance and Solidarity Network organized its eight
conference in the Brussels Palace ofÂ the Academies. This conference, with CegeSoma as co-organizer,
had 'Violence' as an umbrella theme.

Almost the entire conference is now accessible online, which includes the opening statements (Rafal
Rogulski, Freddy Dumortier, RÃ©ka FÃ¶ldvÃ¡rynÃ© Kiss, Nico Wouters) and the session 'Documenting
Violence' (chaired by Nico Wouters). The opening keynote lecture by Michel Wieviorka is also available.
Â
Spotlight on the goals of the Symposium - To Commemorate, Document andÂ Teach the Violence of
European History
The goal of theÂ 2017 Symposium is to understand the phenomenon of violence in its theoretical
dimensions through the contributions of several experts, but also to consider the question via panel
presentations dedicated to memorial aspects. Finally, the possibility to address violence through the use of
archives and other documentary sources, and the integration of the question in education, will be
examined. The last session will concern the concept of reconciliation.
Â

Is there a Common Commemorative EuropeanÂ Culture ?
Since 2012, the ENRS has pondered the question of the construction of a European memory and a
common European narrative perspective. To this end, it meets on a yearly basis as part of the symposiums
of the researchers and institutions passionate about European history. The past meetings were largely
dominated by the wave of commemorative events and the questions these events raised in a European
perspective. Therefore, in 2014, the focus was not just on the 100th anniversary of the Great War, but also
on the 75th anniversary of the start of the Second World War and the 25th anniversary of the fall of the
Berlin wall. Throughout these three events, the difficult construction of a European memory inevitably arises.
Each state has of course integrated these events in a national perspective which cannot easily be ignored or
integrated. The same considerations were reflected on during the 2015 symposium, dedicated to
controversial categories of the Second World War, whether they be actors, victims, losers or onlookers. The
?reading? of these categories has not just changed over time and throughout historiography, but can also
vary according to the individual trajectories or the scope of our analysis.
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